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Hamilton Township Board of Supervisor’s

Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 5, 2013
CALL TO ORDER:  

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman, Stephanie A. Egger.  
Supervisors present were Stephanie A. Egger, Timothy D. Beard III and John C. O'Brien.  Also present were Solicitor, James Young  Attorney, from the firm of James, Smith, Dietterick and Connelly, LLP; Road Master, Jay Livingston; Road Superintendent, Ron Weidner, Ron Balutis, ZO/BCO Officer; and Secretary, Deborah Brogan.  Township Engineer, Jason Reichard, from C. S. Davidson, Inc., was not present.
Stephanie A. Egger led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Stephanie A. Egger asked if anyone was using a recording device to record this meeting.  
No one was recording.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Stephanie Egger asked the Supervisors if they had reviewed the minutes from the 7/1/2013 Supervisors Meeting.   Response was affirmative.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.   Motion passed by unanimous vote.  
OLD BUSINESS:
1.  Cross Keys Diner/Hensco:  Stephanie A. Egger presented the test result reports from LABS, Inc. showing the BOD levels for the Cross Keys Diner/Hensco.  Timothy D. Beard III stated that two of the total BOD’s are very high; these were from grab samples taken for Hamilton Township.  Timothy D. Beard III stated that the Composite collected on 7/9/2013 looks good.  
Walter Tilley, Attorney for Cross Keys Diner/Hensco, asked to be heard.  He stated that the nature of the samples to be considered were of two types; a 24 hour Composite and Grab samples.  Tilley explained what BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand) is and the different types of pollutants.   Walter Tilley, Attorney stated that DEP does not accept BOD Grab samples.  The EPA, according to a “Waste Water Brochure, will ask for a 24 hour Composite, they also do not accept Grab samples.  Walter Tilley, Attorney stated that samples need to be taken by qualified, trained personnel and with the proper equipment.  Walter Tilley, Attorney stated that Cross Keys Diner/Hensco has always used these methods for taking accurate readings.  The high Grab samples are not acceptable because they were not taken by trained personnel.  

Walter Tilley, Attorney is requesting that we do not use the Grab sample methods due to the non-acceptance by DEP and EPA.  He asked that the Township reject these results.  
Stephanie A. Egger asked Walter Tilley, Attorney what he considers trained.  He could not provide that information.  Walter Tilley, Attorney stated that our Grab samples are pulled by our Road-Crew personnel.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that this was not correct.  Our Grab samples are taken by LABS.  Stephanie A. Egger asked that he explain this to his client.  The Township does not take the Grab samples.  

Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to accept the reports as submitted.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.  

2.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that the Board needs to make a decision on the purchase of a mower and tractor for the Township.  Stephanie A. Egger asked Jay Livingston to present the information he has gathered.  Jay Livingston started by saying that at the Board meeting held on 7/1/2013, a motion was made and approved that the township would reallocate funds for the purchase of a mower and tractor, not to exceed $100,000.  Jay Livingston, using quotes through Co-Stars, has found the following:

Kubota Tractor, 71 HP, 4 cylinder, diesel, Model #M70670HDC for $33,095.51 from Messick’s.  They would trade-in the 401C John Deere tractor.
Alamo Boom Mower, 18’ machete, 4 WD, Model #04861801 for $49,972.45

Jay Livingston stated that they would hold off on the purchase of the Bush-hog Mower.  
Brian Campbell asked where the funds were going to be drawn from.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that they will be coming from the unallocated funds.  

Ron Weidner stated that he and Jay Livingston will look at the equipment before purchasing.  Ron Weidner stated that they are both in agreement with the tractor and the mower.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to authorize the purchase of the tractor and mower as described and quoted; and to continue to investigate the Bush-hog purchase.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  State Police: Stephanie A. Egger stated that the monthly reports for July 2013 were received.  Stephanie A. Egger went over the report totals for July 2013 and then for the first seven months of the year.
2.  Liberty Fire Co. No. 11:  Mike Thomas from Liberty Fire Co. was present.  Mike Thomas presented his reports for the month of July 2013.

3.  United Hook & Ladder Co. No. 33:  Stephanie A. Egger presented the reports received for the months of June and July 2013.   
4.  Hampton Fire Co. No. 10:   Stephanie A. Egger presented the reports received for the months of May and June 2013.
5.  SPCA Collection:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that we are still collecting items for the Adams County SPCA for the care of the animals at the shelter.  Their Wish List is on the sign-in table and posted on the bulletin board.  Allen Egger will be making a delivery this week.
6.  Volunteers Needed:  The Township is in need of volunteers to serve on some of our committees and boards.  We need One volunteer to serve on the Parks & Recreation Board; One volunteer to serve on the East Berlin Area Community Center Board; One volunteer to serve as an Alternate on the Zoning Hearing Board; and One volunteer to be appointed as Township Auditor.  If you are interested in serving the Township, please call the Township Office.

7.  Comcast Consortium Discussion:   Stephanie A. Egger stated that members of the Adams County COG are forming a fact finding meeting to find areas where we should get better service and benefits from Comcast Cable Service in our townships.  Stephanie A. Egger presented a memo listing the various topics she is interested in pursuing.   She is also seeking clarification regarding the grants and the legal fee for each township.  Stephanie A. Egger would like approval to attend the proposed August breakfast meeting to learn more about this proposal.  No date has been set for the meeting.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve Stephanie A. Egger’s attendance.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
8.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that action needs to be taken to approve Resolution #2013-57 to approve the transfer of funds from the ACNB 94 Sewer MM account to the Susquehanna 94 Sewer MM account in the amount of $29,175.84.  This is the amount needed to pay the loan payment for a one (1) year period.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that the payments are on an automatic withdraws.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve the transfer.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

9.  Stephanie A. Egger presented the PennDot Winter Municipal (Snow Removal) Services Renewal contract for approval.  The Snow Removal Contract with PennDot is for services on 3.8045 miles of Pine Run Road.  We would receive payment of $5,307.43 in October 2013.  This is year two (2) of a five (5) year contract signed in 2012.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve the Snow Contract.  John C. O'Brien second the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

10.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that we received a letter from Reading Township concerning the Resolution we signed agreeing to serve as their alternate voting delegate at the YATB meetings.  East Berlin was to be included in this resolution, but Reading Township has amended the resolution to have Hamilton Township be the only alternate.
No action is needed.

11.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that she feels the township should extend a “thank you” to the road crew from Oxford Township for their help with the recent road work.  They helped to get the work completed in a timely manner and was very much appreciated.  The supervisors agreed that this is a good idea.  Stephanie A. Egger will send a thank you letter to Oxford Township.

There was no further new business to be brought before the Board.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

1.  David Lease, 170 Gun Club Road, Mr. Lease expressed his extreme dissatisfaction with the actions taken by the Township Zoning Officer, Ron Balutis, with the inspection of his property prior to the recent zoning hearing.  He states that his right to privacy was violated and he wants no further inspections done to his property by Ron Balutis due to trespassing.  If Ron Balutis does not stop he will have pickets at the Township Bldg. protesting this behavior.  
Attorney, James Young explained why this action was taken.  This was a result of his appeal and the zoning hearing.  This matter continues to be under litigation and should not be discussed here.  If Ron Balutis receives complaints, he is duty bound to investigate.  

Mr. Lease stated that this is trespassing.

Attorney, James Young stated that requests were made to Lease, he did not respond in case.  The Township had to apply for search warrants.  

Mr. Lease closed the discussion and decided not to address this any further.

2.  Carol Englebert, 170 Gun Club Road, stated that she is a tenant at this address and does not like seeing people sneaking around taking pictures.  They come over at night and hide behind bushes and this makes her very uncomfortable.  

Stephanie A. Egger asked her if she had reported this to the police, because this is not something we get involved in.  We are not the ones doing this behavior.  The resident was not happy with this response.

3.  Sue Jury, 170 Gun Club Road, she had the same dispute as Ms. Englebert.
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS AND STATUS OF 

ACTIVE PLANS:    

1.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that a letter has been received from Planning Commission with their recommendation to approve and adopt the submitted draft of the January 2013 Zoning Ordinance Text and Map.  Timothy D. Beard III stated that Planning Commission has put a lot of time into this and it is appreciated.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to accept the letter from Planning Commission.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
COMMITTEE & DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
1.  East Berlin Area Community Center (EBACC):  Our representative Thomas Jones was not present.  No report received.
2.  Abbottstown Paradise Joint Sewer Authority – John O'Brien stated that there was no meeting this month. 
3.  Parks and Recreation Board – Ron Weidner stated that they are preparing to send letters of invitation for participation on a Study Committee.  
4.  Road Master’s Report – Jay Livingston, Road Master stated that they completed all the roadwork with the help of Oxford Township.  Jay Livingston spent time researching the new tractor and mower that was approved by the Board last month.  They are beginning to do some catch up on mowing.  

5.  COG Report – Minutes from the June and July meetings were presented.  Jay Livingston stated that he had no report; he was unable to attend the meetings.
6.  East Berlin Joint Authority Report – John O'Brien stated that they did not have a meeting this month.
7.  Finance Committee Report – Brian Campbell stated that he had no report because they did not meet.  They will begin the budget process this month.
8.  East Berlin Library – Brian Campbell stated that they continue to work on the financing and fund raising.  
Solicitor’s Report – Attorney James Young presented his report to the Board.  David Lease hearing on the appeal to the Board of Supervisors from the Building Code violations is scheduled for August 8th.  There is no progress with Berwick Twp on the Inter-Municipal Agreement.  All regular activity continues.
Engineer’s Report – Jason Reichard was not present. No report was received.  
Zoning Officer’s Report – Ron Balutis presented his report to the Board.  Ron Balutis stated that we have a new business on Route 30, PCXpert.  He put some business cards on the table.
Ron Balutis then presented a letter of resignation to the Board of Supervisors.  As of 4:30 pm, August 16, 2013, he is resigning his position as Zoning Officer and Building Code Official of Hamilton Township.  This is his two week notice.  His letter also included instructions for giving his paycheck to his wife on 8/23/2013 & 9/6/2013.  He stated that it has been a pleasure serving the township.
MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS:  
Stephanie A. Egger presented the Board with a listing of the July 2013 bills to be approved for:  General Fund, Route 94 Sewer, State Fund, and Glabview Funds.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
GOOD OF THE ORDER:

John:  Thank you to Ron Balutis for his service to the Township.  He thanked everyone for coming.  
Tim:   Thanked Ron Balutis for his service, he has had a lot of challenges.  Thanked everyone for coming.  
Steph:  Stephanie A. Egger also wants to thank Ron Balutis for his service.  Thanked everyone for coming and have a safe Labor Day.  Stephanie A. Egger then informed every one of the up-coming meeting dates.  

Next Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting – Tuesday, August 13th @ 7:00 pm

Next Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, August 20th @ 7:00 pm

Next Finance Committee Meeting – Monday, August 26th @ 6:30 pm
The Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting – Monday, Sept. 9th @ 7:00 pm

Adjournment

Having nothing further to discuss, John C. O'Brien made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 pm.  Timothy D. Beard III second the motion.  Meeting adjourned.

Minutes taken and transcribed by:

____________________________________

Deborah A. Brogan

Secretary Hamilton Township 
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