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Hamilton Township Board of Supervisor’s

Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, December 2, 2013
CALL TO ORDER:  

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chairman, Stephanie A. Egger.  
Supervisors present were Stephanie A. Egger, Timothy D. Beard III and John C. O'Brien.  Also present were Solicitor, Ronald Tomasko, Attorney, from the firm of James, Smith, Dietterick and Connelly, LLP; Road Master, Jay Livingston; Road Superintendent, Ron Weidner, and Secretary, Deborah Brogan.  

Stephanie A. Egger led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Stephanie A. Egger asked if anyone was using a recording device to record this meeting.  Melody Aspers stated that she was recording the meeting.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Stephanie Egger asked the Supervisors if they reviewed the minutes from the 11/4/2013 Supervisors Meeting.   Response was affirmative.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.   Motion passed by unanimous vote.  

OLD BUSINESS:
1.  2014 Budget Adoption:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that action needs to be taken to adopt the 2014 Budgets for the General, 94 Sewer, State and Glabview Funds.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that the budgets have been advertised and were available at the Township Office for review.  John C. O'Brien made a motion to adopt the budgets as submitted.  Timothy D. Beard III second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  State Police: Stephanie A. Egger presented the stats for service in Hamilton Township for November 2013.  There were a total of fourteen incidents in the township:  four criminal, two collisions and eight services.  

2.  Liberty Fire Co. No. 11:  No representative was present to give the monthly report for November 2013.
3.  United Hook & Ladder Co. No. 33:  Stephanie A. Egger presented the monthly report for October & November 2013.  For the month of October there were a total of 151 incidents; seven of which were in Hamilton Township.  For the month of November there were a total of 100 incidents; three of which were in Hamilton Township.

4.  Hampton Fire Co. No. 10:   Stephanie A. Egger presented the monthly report for October 2013.  For the month of October there were a total of fourteen incidents; one of which was in Hamilton Township. 
5.  Adams Co Department of Emergency Services:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that action needs to be taken to agree to participate in the planning process of the Adams County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Update 2015, by providing information to the best of our ability, attending meetings, and adopting the approved completed plan.  The Hazard Mitigation Plan must be updated every five years according to Commonwealth Code.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to sign the agreement and to support the plan update.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

6.  PSATS Trustees Insurance & Retirement Services:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that action needs to be taken to adopt the Disclosure Statement for the Municipal Pension Plan Funding Standard & Recovery Act.  This Disclosure Statement covers the administrative, actuarial, investment and advisory services which are provided to your pension plan through Pension Trust, Summit Financial Corp. and Nationwide.  John C. O'Brien made a motion to adopt the document as submitted.  Timothy D. Beard III second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
7.  Smith, Elliott, Kearns & Co. 2013 Audit:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that action needs to be taken to approve and sign the Understanding of Services Agreement with SEK to perform the Township 2013 Annual Financial Audit.  In November 2011, the township agreed to a four year contract with SEK.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that the original audit amount was $7,500 for the audit and $92/hr for professional assistance.  They have lowered the amounts to $7,000 for the audit and $90/hr for professional assistance due to the township accounts being in such good order.  It takes less time to complete the audit.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve and accept the agreement as submitted.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

8.  SPCA Collection:    Stephanie A. Egger stated that we continue to collect items for the Adams County SPCA for the care of the animals at the shelter.  

9.  Comcast Cable:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that notice was received from Comcast advising the residents that Comcast has decided to cease operation of the “G4 and G-4HD” channel as of January 6, 2014.  

Meeting recessed at 7:10 pm

Stephanie A. Egger stated that the Board of Supervisors will now recess the regular meeting to conduct a public hearing on the Comcast Cable Franchise renewal agreement.  This public meeting was duly advertised.  The purpose of the hearing is to give the residents an opportunity to address (1) past performance of the cable operator and (2) future cable-related needs. 
Stephanie A. Egger read the document concerning the renewal.  She then opened the floor for comments.  
Ron Weidner, 1335 The Spangler Road, commented on the unacceptable repair time response.  He stated that he now has the bundled triple play service.  When the phone service is disabled, his home fire and burglary monitoring system is also disabled.  
Ann Harman, 315 700 Road, stated that since moving to the triple play bundle, her internet service is slower.

Timothy D. Beard III, 350 Forest Drive, stated that he would like to see cable service provided for the entire township area.  In areas where the cable service is not provided, residents are forced to use satellite dish for internet service.  

Stephanie A. Egger stated that the expansion of services was one of the bargaining issues.  Having no further comments, Stephanie A. Egger adjourned the hearing at 7:20 pm

Reconvene Regular Board of Supervisors Meeting at 7:20 pm
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Ann Harman, 315 700 Road, read an editorial from the West Manchester Township Daily Record newspaper.  The article spoke about problems in that township with the public works dept. and their attitudes towards the residents.  Ann Harman state that she hopes our township never gets like this; we need to work together as a team.
Melody Aspers, The Evening Sun of Hanover, asked if approval of the Comcast Cable Franchise will happen later.  Stephanie A. Egger stated yes, after the negotiations are complete.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS AND STATUS OF 

ACTIVE PLANS:    

1.  Larry Mummert Final Subdivision Plan:  Stephanie A. Egger stated that action needs to be taken to grant a waiver for the PA DEP Non-Building Declaration.  Tim Wargo, SEO, has inspected the on-lot septic system and found the system satisfactory.   A letter from Mel Lebo, Chairman Planning Commission, was presented stating that the Planning Commission recommends granting this waiver.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to accept the Planning Commission recommendation and grant the waiver request.  John C. O'Brien second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
COMMITTEE & DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

1.  East Berlin Area Community Center (EBACC) Stephanie A. Egger reminded the residents of the December 7th Christmas Bazaar.    

2.  Abbottstown Paradise Joint Sewer Authority – John O'Brien stated that their next meeting is coming up.  So far all is running well.
3.  Parks and Recreation Board – Stephanie A. Egger read a letter sent to the Board requesting the approval of their Tender Notice and the advertising.  Stephanie A. Egger then read the notice.  Virginia Zickafoose made a statement to the residents, explaining the feasibility study process.  Virginia Zickafoose stated that at their meeting on 12/10 they will decide what dates they want to advertise.  Timothy D. Beard III made a motion to approve the advertising.  John C. O'Brien second the motion. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

4.  Road Master’s Report – Jay Livingston, Road Master, stated that things have been quiet.  They have worked around the township collecting discarded tires and brush.  
5.  COG Report – Jay Livingston stated that at the last COG meeting they discussed the new Transportation Bill.  Officers were nominated.  The Commissioner stated that there will be a shortfall of funds this year and they may be increasing County Taxes for next year. A schedule of 2014 meetings was presented.  
6.  East Berlin Joint Authority Report – John O'Brien stated that all is going well.
7.  Finance Committee Report – Brian Campbell stated that the committee met on 11/25.  They discussed the budget and now are in support of the adopted budget for 2014.
8.  East Berlin Library – Brian Campbell stated that they continue to raise money and report that circulation is up for the year.
Solicitor’s Report – Ronald Tomasko, Attorney, presented his report to the Board of Supervisors.  Route 94 Motors has until 12/13 to determine whether they wish to proceed with their appeal from the Zoning Hearing Board.  The original appeal, from MDJ Little’s, judgment is favor of the Township has been held in abeyance pending resolution.  New complaints for David Lease are being investigated.  The case with John Parichuk, Jr. has been resolved.  We continue to work on settlement of municipal liens; issues with Berwick Twp. sewer authority; and appeals and current complaints with Hensco.
Engineer’s Report – Township Engineer was not present as there was no activity to discuss.
Zoning Officer’s Report – Stephanie A. Egger presented and read the report from Dale Gettel, Commonwealth Code Inspection Services.
MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS:  
Stephanie A. Egger presented the Board with a listing of the November 2013 bills to be approved for:  General Fund, Route 94 Sewer, State Fund, and Glabview Funds.  John C. O'Brien made a motion to approve the bills as submitted.   Timothy D. Beard III second the motion.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.
GOOD OF THE ORDER:

John:  Thank you to the residents for coming. John stated that he has enjoyed working as a supervisor, but its now time to retire.  He will continue to help out in the Public Works Dept. and also work with the Sewer Authorities.  He wants to wish everyone a Happy Holiday and New Year.
Tim:   Thanked the residents for attending and giving their support to the Township.  He also wishes everyone Happy Holidays and New Year.
Stephanie:  Thanked everyone for attending and giving their support.  Stephanie then announced the schedule of the upcoming meetings:

The Township Office will be closed on December 25th & 26th for Christmas

And on January 1st for New Years Day

Next Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting – Tuesday, Dec 10th @ 7:00 pm

Next Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, Dec 17 @ 7:00 pm

Next Finance Committee Meeting – Monday, January 27th @ 6:30 pm

Board of Supervisors Reorganizational Mtg, Monday Jan 6th @ 6:30 pm

Board of Supervisors Regular Meeting – Monday, Jan 6th @ 7:00 pm

Auditor’s Meeting, Tuesday, January 7th @ 6:30 pm

Stephanie A. Egger presented out-going Supervisor, John C. O'Brien with a plaque for his years of service to the Township.  John C. O'Brien made a short speech thanking everyone.  Stephanie A. Egger stated that cake and refreshments will be served after adjournment.

Adjournment

Having nothing further to discuss, John C. O'Brien made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 pm.  Timothy D. Beard III second the motion.  Meeting adjourned.

Minutes taken and transcribed by:

____________________________________

Deborah A. Brogan
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