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C5- Connection to Nell’s from Trail Alignment A-B, existing pedestrian crossing
with signals at Primrose Lane

C-6— Connection to the Pine Run Retirement Community and a Mid-Block crossing
of Pine Run Road to a potential trailhead location

C-7- Connection from potential trailhead location to Brookmere Winery

C-8- Connection from potential trailhead location to a potential portage point along
Conewago Creek

C9- Connection from Trail Alignment A-A using and improving the existing farm
drive to connect to the side path on Route 194 and the crossing to Nell’s

The multi-use trail as envisioned as an ADA accessible, 10 ft. wide crushed stone trail with
graded shoulders.

Example - Similar Crushed Stone
Trail with Graded Shoulders

Rendering of the Proposed
Crushed Stone Trail with Graded
Shoulders along the Abandoned

Railroad Corridor as it would
Enter East Berlin Borough
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Implementation / Phasing

In addition to recommending preferred trail alignments, this study also includes an
implementation plan to guide Hamilton Township and GREATR’s ongoing efforts to bring
this trail to fruition. The implementation plan includes a phasing plan, estimates of the costs
associated with implementing each of the recommended facilities, and recommended sources
of grant funding to cover capital costs.

If full trail Rights-of-way are obtained, and given the relatively short segment of trail being
implemented, it is our recommendation to construct the trail and its facilities in their entirety
from Downtown East Berlin to Pine Run Road regardless of the final alignment (Trail
Alignment A-A - rail bed or Trail Alignment A-B - combination rail bed/side path).

If the trail necessitates phasing for any reason, the following is a list of recommended phase
priorities in implementing the trail and its facilities:

1) Build the trail and connections (to Kuhn Drive and Zinn Avenue) on the East
Berlin Property including trailhead at the end of Kuhn Drive.
(A-A, C-3,C-4,C8)

2) Construct the trail between the John West Property and the Pine Run
Retirement Community including crossing of Pine Run Road and trailhead.
(A-A, C-6,CT7)

3) Implement Trail Alignment A-B with connections and crossings.

(A-B, C-1, C-2, C-5, C-9)

4) Implement the remaining section of Trail Alignment A-A between the East
Berlin Property and the West / Pine Run Retirement Community Properties.
(A-A)

5) Implement any other community connections.

6) Implement hiking trail and Conewago Creek Portage Access. (A-C)

Land Acquisition Estimated Easement Acreage and Cost

1t is difficult to accurately determine acquisition costs associated with obtaining easements
for the trail. Some land owners may grant an easement without compensation (outside of
attorney and filing fees), while others may want to negotiate monetary compensation.
Opverall, landowner response to the trail project has been positive they have all been open to
discussions with the township about easements.

For these feasibility study purposes, we can only provide the fair market land value per acre
(around $7,000.00 per acre) and estimated acreage the trail would need on each land owner’s
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Summary of Opinion of Probable Costs

A draft opinion of probable cost estimates for the facilities recommended in this plan is
itemized in the detailed tables provided in the Financial Feasibility section of the main
Feasibility Study report.
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The cost is broken out and detailed by each recommended phase (if phasing is needed) of the
proposed trail and its potential connections.

The following probably cost estimates for each phase is for the construction of a 10’ wide
crushed stone trail surface, trail amenities and facilities.

Note: The below costs are best guess estimates (based on other similar project costs at the
time of construction) and are subject to change based on cost of materials, labor and
unforeseen circ es. Another detailed cost estimate is recommended in the master
planning phase of the project. Design costs are not included in these estimates.

1) Build the trail and connections (to Kuhn Drive and Zinn Avenue) on the East
Berlin Property including trailhead at the end of Kuhn Drive.
(A-A, C-3,C-4,C8)
Estimated Cost - $270,584.00
2) Construct the trail between the John West Property and the Pine Run
Retirement Community including crossing of Pine Run Road and trailhead.
(A-A, C-6,C7)
Estimated Cost - $149,188.25

3) Implement Trail Alignment A-B with connections and crossings.
(A-B, C-1,C-2,C-5,C-9)

Estimated Cost - $348,672.25
4) Implement the remaining section of Trail Alignment A-A between the East
Berlin Property and the West / Pine Run Retirement Community Properties.
(A-A)
Estimated Cost - $237,249.00
5 Implement any other community connections.
Estimated Cost - $142,344.75
6) Implement hiking trail and Conewago Creek Portage Access. (A-C)

Estimated Cost - $43,828.25
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May 2015 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

RAILS-TO-TRAILS ,,
FEASIBILITY STUDY

THE 1.3 MILE CORRIDOR BETWEEN DOWNTOWN
EAST BERLIN & HAMILTON TOWNSHIP AT PINE RUN ROAD

- % Conservation Partnership Program administered by the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources,
. Bureau of Recreation and Conservation.
' DCNR Project Number: BRC-RTP-18-172.
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This aerial captures the study area of

the abandoned railroad bed and

corridor and its relationship to
downtown East Berlin

Background

Hamilton Township received a
Community Conservation
Partnership Program (C2P2)
grant from the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR),
Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation to conduct a
feasibility study to determine the
viability for the construction and
maintenance of an accessible
active recreation and alternative
transportation trail facility
between Downtown East Berlin
and Pine Run Road in Hamilton Township. The study is to analyze this entire corridor
including the potential for utilizing the 1.3 mile stretch of abandoned former Berlin Branch
Railroad rail bed with intended multi-use for walking, running, bicycling, and general
commuting.

This feasibility study report has been compiled and provided by the consulting team of TPW
Design Studios and Campbell Thomas & Co. This report is the product of an eight month
study that included on the ground survey, existing conditions analysis, public meetings,
business and land owner interviews, historical and deed research and concept alignment and
connections mapping.

Objectives of this Study

The goal of this study is to determine the feasibility of creating a new multi-use trail between
downtown East Berlin and Pine Run Road in Hamilton Township while investigating
potential trail connections to neighborhoods, community resources, commercial/local
businesses and the Conewago Creek. In particular, this study examines the possibility of
creating a rail trail using the former rail bed corridor of the Berlin Branch Railroad, with
connections serving adjacent destinations.

By researching and assembling an inventory of the relevant history and geography of the area
including topography, ownership patterns, waterways, land uses, and utility rights-of-way, a
thorough overview of the study corridor has been developed. This study integrates these
factors and assesses various trail alignment alternatives on the basis of feasibility, potential
quality of trail users’ experience, cost, and practicality.

The data collected for this trail study should also be of use in a future detailed feasibility
study of creating a water trail on the Conewago Creek for use by canoeists and kayakers.
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A key component of this project has been the fostering of a dialog between local government
entities, private land holders, business owners and elected officials about the benefits of
creating such a trail and its potential beneficial economic impact on the township and the
borough of East Berlin. Participation by these groups has been facilitated by our study team,
the Hamilton Township Parks and Recreation Committee, the GREATR Study Committee,
holding public meetings and conducting key person/agency interviews.

Study Recommendations

The “Concept Map” for the rails to trails feasibility study identifies and inventories the
conceptual trail alignment options, local businesses, community resources, primary
connections and roadway crossing options.

All landowners that this study identifies as potential land acquisition candidates for the
development of the trail have been met with and have provided input and thoughts on the
proposed trail alignments. The topic of land acquisition by Hamilton Township has been
discussed and will need to be further discussed and detailed in the master planning phase of
the project.

Overall, the meetings with land owners were very productive and most were extremely
supportive of the trail idea and the thought of working with Hamilton Township in
negotiating land acquisition in one way or another.

The potential trail alignments and connections are identified as follows:

Trail Alignment Option

A-A - Multi-Use Rail Trail on the rail bed of the former Berlin Branch Railroad
A-B- Multi-Use Trail side path to Route 194
A-C- Hiking / Walking path E_‘or_mr the Eoonoﬁ_ area along Oosoéwmo Creek

) woﬁmﬁ.»_ Connections

C-1- Mid-Block Crossing of Route 194 near the Adams County National Bank and
connection to Beaver Street and the neighborhood sidewalk network

C2- Connection from Trail Alignment A to Route 194 side path '

C-3- Connection to Zinn Avenue from Trail Alignment A-A (improving the

existing maintained grass path) and connection into Uoiﬁoiz East Berlin

C+4- Connection to Kuhn Drive from Trail >:m§=oﬁ A-A OBEoé =m 'the nEmﬁsm
maintained grass path or new path on the -property of East Berlin) arid

connection into Downtown East Berlin and to a potential :m_Eama Hocwsou
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1~ MID-BLOCK CROSSING OF ROUTE 134 NEAR THE ADAMS COUNTY NATIONAL BANK
AAND CONNECTION TO BEAVER STREET AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD SIDEWALK NETWORK ‘CONEWAGO CREEK AND WATER TRAIL

2~ CONNECTION FROM TRAIL ALIGNMENT A TO ROUTE 194 SIDE PATH X PABIKE ROUTE "5*1 STATE ROUTE 234

3= CONNECTION TO ZINN AVENUE FROM TRAIL ALIGNMENT A-A (IMPROVING THE

4- CONNECTION TO KUHN DRIVE FROM TRAIL ALIGNMENT A-A (IMPROVING THE EXISTING
MAINTAINED GRASS PATH OR NEW PATH ON THE PROPERTY OF EAST BERLIN) AND
CONNECTION INTO DOWNTOWN EAST BERLIN AND TO A POTENTIAL TRAILHEAD
LOCATION

5= CONNECTION TO NELL'S FROM TRAIL ALIGNMENT A-B, EXISTING PEDESTRIAN
CROSSING WITH SIGNALS AT PRIMROSE LANE

TO THE PINE RUN COMMUNITY AND A MID-BLOCK
CROSSING OF PINE RUN ROAD TO A POTENTIAL TRAILHEAD LOCATION

7~ CONNECTION FROM POTENTIAL TRAILHEAD LOCATION TO BROOKMERE WINERY WITHTHE
ASSISTANGE OF:

‘TPW DESIGN STUDIOS C T
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE + PLANNING
310 ELMWOOD BLVD.

YORK. PA. 17403 &C

STUDIO PHONE: 717-843-1897

8- CONNECTION FROM POTENTIAL TRAILHEAD LOCATION TO A POTENTIAL PORTAGE
POINTS ALONG CONEWAGO CREEK

9 - CONNECTION FROM TRAIL ALIGNMENT A USING AND IMPROVING THE EXISTING FARM
DRIVE TO CONNECT TO THE SIDE PATH ON ROUTE 194 AND THE CROSSING TO NELL'S

Campbell Thomas & Co.
WWW.TPWDESIGNSTUDIOS.COM 1504 South SL Philadelphia, PA 19146




